ESSAYS ON THE GITA

disinterested performance of duties but the following
of the divine life, the abandonment of all Dharmas,
saruadharmdn^ to take refuge in the Supreme alone,
and the divine activity of a Buddha, a Ramakrishna,
a Vivekananda is perfectly in consonance with this
teaching. Nay, although the Gita prefers action to
inaction, it does not rule out the renunciation of
works, but accepts it as one of the ways to the Divine.
If that can only be attained by renouncing works and
life and all duties and the call is strong within us,
then into the bonfire they must go, and there is no
help for it. The call of God is imperative and cannot
be weighed against any other considerations.

But here there is this farther difficulty that the
action which Arjuna must do is one from which his
moral sense recoils. It is his duty to fight, you say?
But that duty has now become to his mind a terrible
sin. How does it help him or solve his difficulty, to
tell him that he must do his duty disinterestedly, dis-
passionately? He will want to know which is his duty
or how it can be his duty to destroy in a sanguinary
massacre his kin, his race and his country. He is told
that he has right on his side, but that does not and
cannot satisfy him, because his very point is that the
justice of his legal claim does not justify him in
supporting it by a pitiless massacre destructive to the
future of his nation. Is he then to act dispassionately
in the sense of not caring whether it is a sin or what
its consequences may be so long as he does his duty
as a soldier? That may be the teaching of a State, of
politicians, of lawyers, of ethical casuists; it can never
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